
Congratulations on choosing NuTone loudspeakers! Great
care has been taken in their design, choice of material and
manufacture to maximize their performance at affordable
cost. When used individually with other 8 Ohm stereo
speakers in any 8 Ohm stereo amplifier system or in
combination with other NuTone 8 Ohm stereo speakers in
the “MS” series, they will provide years of excellent,
balanced and distortion-free listening pleasure.

INTRODUCTION
The Sub-Woofer, MS-418 is specifically designed to
reproduce the lower bass frequencies in music. Therefore,
when added to a stereo system, it will provide added depth
to music. In a surround sound home entertainment system it
will provide exceptional ambiance and vibrance to music for
enhanced listening pleasure. It will also provide true stereo
sound imaging effects and action that moves across the
screen. It will give you a feeling of being right in the middle
of the action. 

The MS-418 is a passive twin port, bandpass sub-woofer
employing a dual voice coil 8" woofer, incorporating foam
surround to provide distortion-free, lowest bass frequencies
which you can hear and feel without any harshness or
listening fatigue.

NuTone SENSONIC™ SURROUND SOUND sub-woofer
MS-418 is acoustically matched to other stereo speakers in
the “MS” series. Hence, a well-balanced home theater
system can be built using the optimally-engineered speaker
components. The “MS” series includes a variety of two-way
and three-way in-wall speakers, center channel speaker,
two-way ceiling speakers, and two-way indoor/outdoor
speakers to complete a system.

PLACEMENT OF THE SUB-WOOFER
Placement of sub-woofer MS-418 in a room is not critical.
This is because low frequencies the sub-woofer primarily
reproduces are non-directional. This means that one does
not have to be directly in front of the speaker to hear the low
frequencies well. Therefore, you can experiment with various
positions and decide on the place which best suits your
listening and aesthetic needs.

If your amplifier or A/V receiver has separate channels for
the sub-woofer and the front pair of speakers, you need not
need to connect the front speakers to the “OUT” terminals of
the sub-woofer. In this case, connect them directly to the A/V

receiver. 
Figure 1 shows a typical example of a system using Dolby
Pro-Logic A/V receiver and a pair of front and back speakers
and a center channel speaker. 

Figure 2 shows a system using Dolby Pro-Logic receiver
with six channels. The six channels are connected to the
speakers as follows: One pair of front speakers, one pair of
rear surround speakers, one MS-418 sub-woofer and a
center channel speaker.

Figure 3 shows a standard stereo system with an A and B
switch. A speaker can be connected to the left channel. The
other speaker can be connected to the “A” position on the A-
B switch on the amplifier. The “B” position can be connected
to the Sub-Woofer.

INSTALLATION
Connecting the sub-woofer to your TV or A/V receiver is
simple. Make sure the system is off. Refer to Table 1 for
choosing proper gauge wire, which depends on the distance
between the sub-woofer and the amplifier/receiver. The
lower the gauge, the thicker the wire:

Use oxygen-free speaker cable. Strip about 1⁄2" of insulation
from the wire at each end. Connect the wire to “IN” terminals
of the sub-woofer and the receiver. Make sure that the same
wire goes from the “RED “ (+) terminal on your TV or
receiver to the “RED “ (+) terminal on the sub-woofer. The
“BLACK” (-) terminal of the sub-woofer is connected to the
“BLACK” (-) terminal of the receiver. You can connect the
“OUT” terminals on the sub-woofer to the front left and right
speakers as shown. 

For making connection, simply press the lever on the
terminal. Push the wire in the slot and release the lever.

READ & SAVE THESE INSTRUCTIONS!
INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

®

SENSONIC™ SURROUND SOUND SPEAKER
SUB-WOOFER
Model: MS-418 (Twin port, passive bandpass sub-woofer 

with dual voice coil 8" woofer)

TABLE 1

Length Minimum Gauge

Less than 10 feet 18

10-50 feet 16

More than 50 feet 14



OPERATIONAL CHECK
After making all connections, check for proper operation.
Switch on the system. Select a channel on TV and slowly
increase the volume. You should hear sound from the
speakers. You should also hear enhanced lower frequencies
coming from your sub-woofer. If no sound is heard from any
or all speakers, switch off the system immediately and check
for open or loose connections, wrong polarity or shorts.

OVERLOAD PROTECTION
The Sub-woofer MS-418 is protected against amplifier
overload through a circuit breaker which acts automatically.
If you hear the sub-woofer playing on and off, it means the
circuit breaker is acting. If this happens, reduce the volume
to a point when the sub-woofer starts functioning normally. If
not, switch off the power supply to the system and check for
any short circuit in the interconnecting wires.
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FIGURE 1

TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF A SYSTEM USING DOLBY PRO-LOGIC A/V RECEIVER,
A PAIR OF FRONT & BACK SPEAKERS, AND A CENTER CHANNEL SPEAKER
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FIGURE 2

TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF A SYSTEM USING DOLBY PRO-LOGIC RECEIVER WITH SIX CHANNELS
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This assumes that the sixth channel has separate amplifier drive a passive sub-woofer such as MS-418.
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VOLUME CONTROL
If desired the volume from the sub-woofer can be controlled
by using the 150 Watt NuTone autoformer stereo volume
control model SVC-102. Refer to the stereo volume control
instruction sheet for further details.

CAUTION: Sub-woofer MS-418 is not designed to be
used with NuTone Radio Intercom Systems.

HOME THEATER SYSTEM
For best stereo/surround sound reproduction you must use all
speakers of the same brand in the system. The new NuTone
SENSONIC™ SURROUND SOUND 8 Ohm speakers are all
acoustically matched. Therefore, they can all be used in
combination to create sonically-balanced sound as it moves
across the screen in a home theater surround sound system.
For the most accurate and exciting reproduction of bass
frequencies, a separate sub-woofer should be used.

A basic surround sound system consists of a pair of front
channel speakers, a pair of rear channel speakers and a
center channel speaker. You can use the in-wall speakers
MS-825, MS-828, MS-838K, or even ceiling speakers MS-625,
MS-626 as front and rear channel speakers. You can also use
the surface mount speaker MS-525 as a rear channel speaker.

The front channel speakers should be mounted at
approximately ear level from a seated audience at the front.

Rear channel speakers should be placed on the side walls
about 1⁄2 to 2⁄3 of the distance from the viewing screen or the
front of the room to the rear of the room. The bottom of the
speaker cabinet should be at least 2 feet above the ear level
of the seated audience. Rear channel speakers can also be
placed at the rear or back wall at about 2 feet higher than the
ear level of the seated audience as before. For best surround
effect, the distance to the rear speakers from the audience
should be no more than 6 feet. 

One important aspect of surround mode is the speaker delay.
In other words, the sound to the rear speakers can be delayed
with respect to the front speakers to create the effect of
vastness of space. In most A/V receivers, this delay can be
controlled depending on personal taste. Usually in the
Pro-Logic mode, this delay is controllable between 15-30
milliseconds.

For best sound imaging, place the center channel speaker
MS-725 above or below your TV in line with your main front
left and right channel speakers, and aim it directly at the
audience. Placing it beside the TV may not result in coinciding
the sound and picture, which is very important for optimum
surround effect.

MS-725 has one surface of the cabinet which is sloping.
Hence, if you place it below your TV, you can tilt it upwards to
face the audience. If you place it above the TV on its flat
surface, you can direct sound straight out to the audience.

A more elaborate sound system can be made by adding
MS-418 sub-woofer to enhance the bass frequency
reproduction. Placement of MS-418 in a room is not critical
since it primarily reproduces low frequency sounds, which are
non-directional. Place the sub-woofer in any convenient
location commensurate with your aesthetic and listening
preferences.

FEATURES
• 8" dual voice coil woofer with poly foam surround
• Twin port, bandpass enclosure
• Impedance: 8 Ohms
• Power handling capacity: 100 watts
• Frequency Response: 30-250 Hz +/- 3 dB
• Sensitivity, 1 m @ 1 W: 90 dB typ.
• Protection: Automatic reset circuit breaker
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Five Year Limited Warranty
WARRANTY OWNER: NuTone warrants to the original consumer purchaser of its products that such products will be free from defects in materials or workmanship for a period
of five (5) years from the date of original purchase. THERE ARE NO OTHER WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, IMPLIED
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

During this five year period, NuTone will, at its option, repair or replace, without charge, any product or part which is found to be defective under normal use and service. 
THIS WARRANTY DOES NOT EXTEND TO FLUORESCENT LAMP STARTERS OR TUBES, FILTERS, DUCT, ROOF CAPS, WALL CAPS AND OTHER ACCESSORIES
FOR DUCTING. This warranty does not cover (a) normal maintenance and service or (b) any products or parts which have been subject to misuse, negligence, accident,
improper maintenance or repair (other than by NuTone), faulty installation or installation contrary to recommended installation instructions.  

The duration of any implied warranty is limited to the one year period as specified for the express warranty. Some states do not allow limitation on how long an implied warranty
lasts, so the above limitation may not apply to you.

NUTONE’S OBLIGATION TO REPAIR OR REPLACE, AT NUTONE’S OPTION, SHALL BE THE PURCHASER’S SOLE AND EXCLUSIVE REMEDY UNDER THIS
WARRANTY. NUTONE SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL OR SPECIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH
PRODUCT USE OR PERFORMANCE. Some states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of incidental or consequential damages, so the above limitation or exclusion may
not apply to you. This warranty gives you specific legal rights, and you may also have other rights, which vary from state to state. This warranty supersedes all prior warranties. 

WARRANTY SERVICE: To qualify for warranty service, you must (a) notify NuTone at the address stated below or telephone 1/800-543-8687, (b) give the model
number and part identification and (c) describe the nature of any defect in the product or part. At the time of requesting warranty service, you must present
evidence of the original purchase date.

Date of Installation Builder or Installer

Model No. and Product Description

IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE OR SERVICE:
For the location of your nearest NuTone Independent Authorized Service Center:

Residents of the contiguous United States Dial Free 1-800-543-8687
Please be prepared to provide: 

Product model number • Date and Proof of purchase • The nature of the difficulty
Residents of Alaska or Hawaii should write to: NuTone Inc. Attn: Department of National Field Service, Madison and Red Bank Roads, Cincinnati Ohio 45227-1599.
Residents of Canada should write to: NuTone Canada Inc., 6300 Tomken Road, Mississauga, Ontario, Canada    L5T 1N2.
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